
Section Assignment 4.1E: A Secret and the Keeper—A Comparison: Outline Template 
 

Introduction: Personal Response plus a 
sentence that summarizes the 
main ideas of your multi-
paragraph composition: a 
thesis statement such as, 
“Both of the memoirs are 
reflective looks back at 
aboriginal childhoods, but the 
voice in “Keeper’n Me” is rife 
with a quiet anger. while the 
voice in “A Secret Lost in the 
Water” is deeply sorry.” 
 

Notes for your composition. 

Body Paragraph 1: Comparison of central 
characters in each story 
 

 

Body Paragraph 2: Comparison of plot events in 
each story (do not retell the 
story) 
 

 

Body Paragraph 3: Comparison of voice in each 
story.  
 

 

Conclusion: Re-state your thesis, and 
make a concluding comment 
that ties your comparison 
composition together. For 
example, “Ultimately, both the 
story and the memoir are 
about remembering who you 
are and where you came 
from.” You may include any 
further personal comments 
about how you reacted to the 
two stories. 

 

 


