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Part A:  Character Sketch Template

Instructions

To complete this activity you will have to identify four character traits about the character Ryan. A character trait is a word or adjective that describes the character's personality. Examples of personality traits include brave, proud, sensitive, humble, courageous, serious, sad, resourceful, stubborn, helpful, happy, quiet, witty, calm, and mean. The list can go on and on. Consider the main character Ryan from your novel.

Use the following points to help you come up with a list of qualities to describe the main character:

· internal thoughts & feelings: the things a character notices, senses, & reflects upon

· external thoughts or actions: what the character says to others or does

· what others say to or about the character

· physical description: any reference to what a character looks like

Complete the following steps in the Character Sketch template provided.

1. Identify a main or dominant trait to describe the character.

2. Identify additional traits or supporting character traits.

3. Find evidence from the story to support your traits - you can summarize an action or event from the story, or use a direct quotation.

	Character Sketch

	Name of character:



	Main character trait:



	Additional character traits
	Supporting Evidence

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Part B: Character Questions
Instructions

Answer two of the following questions about the characters in the novel. Use complete sentences, and provide paragraph answers of at least five sentences for each question.

Each paragraph should include a topic sentence, and at least two supporting points with reference to the novel (in the form of quotations or explanation) and a concluding statement.

This assignment requires you to carefully consider what the author tells you in the novel, and explain how the information helps you to understand the character.

1. When Ryan asks Josh if he plays ball on the school team, the author writes, "He nodded. ’And football. Quarterback and pitcher’" (p. 14). What does Josh's answer tell about his personality? How is he different from Ryan? 

(  )

2. Josh convinces Ryan to try out for the school team. He is ecstatic when Ryan agrees. "That's what I've been waiting to hear. We'll be a team, me and you, like Steve Carlton and Tim McCarver, only better. Because we'll be like the Stealth bomber- nobody knows we're coming and bam, we'll blow them away!" (p. 43). Why does Josh want so badly for Ryan to play? Does he really want to be a "team" with Ryan?

(  )

3.  Josh won't listen to Ryan's cautions about Monica Roby. He says, "Girls are all the same. You tell them what they want to hear and they'll let you do what you want to do" (p. 45). Ryan responds to himself, "There was something in Josh's tone that made me think he really believed what he'd said" (p. 45). What do Ryan's thoughts show about him? Is he similar to Josh, or different? 

(  )

4. Josh didn't show up at Godfather's after the game, even though he'd asked Ryan to meet him there. Ryan had some time to think about the situation: "I won't say I wasn't mad at Josh, because I was. Who wouldn't be… But I was mad at myself, too. Mad for being so stupid. Because I knew what had happened. I'd known it the whole time I was sitting at Godfather's" (p. 84). What did he realize about Josh and his friendship with him? Why was Ryan mad at himself? During the time of his friendship with Josh, who had been controlling his life? What did he resolve to do?

(  )

Part C:  Looking Between the Lines

Instructions:
The following questions will help you to form your impression of the characters and events in your novel Painting the Black. Take time to consider each of the questions, and then write a short answer to each. One-word or short phrases are acceptable answers.The first question is answered for you.  

The first question is answered for you.  


1. In Chapter 3, Josh asks Ryan about playing baseball and how he hits. Ryan answers, “I hit all right.” 


a.
Does his answer match his memories about his time in Little League? No.
b.
What kind of player was he? An excellent batter and center fielder.
c.
What does his brief answer show about Ryan’s personality? He is modest. 


2. Ryan didn’t tell Josh any details about how he injured himself (p. 25). 

a. What was Ryan doing when he injured himself? 

(  )

b. What did his friend Brett do? 

(  )

c. Did he get put in a body cast?

(  )

d. What did Ryan think wuld happen when he got better?

(  )
e. Was he correct?

(  )

3. When football season started, Ryan “felt totally lost” (p. 48).

a.
Why? 


(  )

b. Doe Ryan know how to fill his time? 


(  )


4. Ryan tried to encourage Josh in the cafeteria when Josh didn’t get a starting position on the football team. Instead of saying thanks, Josh burst out, “You know how I feel! You know how I feel! What a joke! I put every ounce of myself on the field every single day. Every ounce… But you, you get one injury and you quit. You don’t know how I feel, so don’t tell me you do” (p. 59). 

a. Is there some truth in what Josh is saying?

(  )

b. Is he being fair to Ryan?

(  )

c.  Does he know what Ryan went through?
    (  )

5. After the cafeteria incident, Ryan said, “Nothing could entirely erase what he’d said to me. It was as if I’d flipped over a shiny golden coin and discovered the other side was all pitted. I wanted to flip the coin back and pretend that I’d never seen the other side” (p. 63). 

a. What side of Josh had Ryan found?

(  )
b. What did Ryan think of Josh before this? 

(  )

Part D: Grammar Quick Quiz

1) Identify the verb in the following sentence:

(  )The dog barked at the squirrel.  

a) barked 

b) at
2) Identify the verb in the following sentence:

(  ) Jamie and I rushed into the store.
a)  into

b)  rushed
3) Identify the subject in the following sentence:

(  ) The stadium is near the train station.
a. station

b. train

c. stadium
4) Identify the subject in the following sentence:

(  ) Glowing with delight, the little girl ran to see Santa Claus.
a. girl

b. delight

c. Santa Claus

5) Identify if the following phrase is a complete sentence, or a sentence fragment:

(  ) The beautiful ballet dancer on the stage.

a. complete sentence

b. sentence fragment
6) Identify if the following phrase is a complete sentence, or a sentence fragment:

(  ) My mom writes to me every week.

a. complete sentence

b. sentence fragment

7) Identify if the following phrase is a complete sentence, or a sentence fragment:


(  ) Whenever his girlfriend calls.

a. complete sentence

b. sentence fragment
8) Identify if the comma in each of the following sentences is used correctly, or if it is creating a run on sentence:

(  ) It was hard to hear over the sound of the engine running, John turned off the car.

a. correct

b. run on
9) Identify if the comma in each of the following sentences is used correctly, or if it is creating a run on sentence:

(  ) While I prefer the quilt with the moon and stars, my mom likes the one with clouds and angels for the baby's room. 

a. correct

b. incorrect
10) Identify if the comma in each of the following sentences is used correctly, or if it is creating a run on sentence:

(  ) Gail didn't bother cleaning the window, it would be dirty again after the storm anyway.

a. correct

b. run on
Part E: Journal Entries

Instructions

Gather and submit the three Journal entries for this section.

Journal Entry 3.1 A: False Expectations
Create your first Journal entry; then answer the following questions in journal style in your Journal entry. Your responses should be approximately 125 words.

· Reflect upon a time when someone had a wrong impression of you (perhaps they expected you to act like a sibling, or maybe they lumped you in with a bunch of others and judged you the same as everyone in the group). Did you act more like Mark, or like Jonathan? Explain.

· People like to learn in different ways. Some people learn through reading; others through listening; and others through viewing. Some learn through a combination. Based on your experience reading, listening, and viewing this monologue, which style best suites your style? Comment.
(  )

Journal Entry 3.1 B: Exploring Setting -Answer the following questions.
· How would you feel if you switched places with the main character, Ryan, for a week? What would you enjoy about living in his world? What would you miss about your own? Do you think you would make any changes in your life if you were him? What would you do? 
(  )

· In your previous journal entry, you examined your preferred learning style. Some additional strategies that can help you understand dense pieces of text is to take notes or draw images to help anchor important details. Draw a map of the main character's environment as it has been described in the opening chapters. Include at least four significant places, and write down four significant events that have happened in the area and which involved the main character. Include also four people who have been introduced in the story so far, and label their role in relationship to the main character. Your map should be about one notebook page in size. Use any notes from reading logs to support and enhance your answer. View the map on the website of the "Three Little Pigs" as an example.  Create this visual display on the following page.

Journal Entry 3.1 B: Exploring Setting
(  )

Journal Entry 3.1 C: Characterization
How would an author portray you in a story? Using four of the six methods of characterization listed in the following example, write a few lines of description that show your character through each of the methods you have chosen. Or, if you prefer, invent a character, as in the following example.

Notice that in the four short descriptions that follow we learn a lot about "Mrs. Webber," and some character descriptions contradict each other: she seems to be happy to volunteer, but really she wishes that more parents would get involved.

1. Example: She stood at the counter and quickly finished her breakfast, tidying the counter as she ate. 
Method: showing what the character does

2. Example: "Yes, I would be happy to volunteer for the fall dance. Should I bake some cupcakes too?"  
Method: showing what the character says

3. Example: "Mrs. Webber is an amazing woman; I don't know how she manages to do so much and keep such a tidy house," Mrs. Arnold commented. 
Method: showing what other characters say about her.

4. Example: If only a few more parents would get involved in their kid's activities, then I'd have a few minutes to sit down, thought Mrs. Webber. 
Method: telling what the character thinks

Now create your own four examples below. Include the method of characterization used in each example, as shown above.
(  )
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