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Part A:  A Heart and the Border - A Comparison

Instructions



1. Prepare to Compare



Complete the Story Comparison Template. This quick look at the nuts and bolts of both stories side by side will help you prepare to compare. This will be just a quick summary description, as you have already answered the questions about each story in your Getting a Story to Talk Template. You may find the template you completed on "Borders" useful in completing this comparison template.

  Under plot events, be sure to include: exposition, initial incident, rising action, climax, and falling action.

2. Comparison Paragraph



Your topic for this paragraph is:



Poe's story emphasizes action and ends on the climax, whereas King's story meanders through multiple flashbacks before the initial incident and takes some time to wrap up the story after the climax. Compare the way the different approaches to plot have an impact on your enjoyment of the two stories.





· Your paragraph should be 150-200 words.



· Develop a strong topic sentence.



· Support your ideas with evidence, quotations, or allusions to story details.



Use the terminology you have been introduced to such as plot terms, flashback, and climax. 

Story Comparison Template

Story #1:  (  )
Story #2 :  (  )

	Characters:
	Characters:



	Setting:
	Setting:



	Plot Events:
	Plot Events:



	Conclusion:
	Conclusion:


Part B: Head, Heart, and Hands - A Visual Character Sketch

Instructions



Develop a visual presentation to represent the head, heart, and hands of the narrator of "To Everything there is a Season." The presentation can be a poster, a collage, a website, a booklet, a slide show, a stack of cards, a diorama - any platform for a visual presentation will do.


Typically a character sketch is a written exercise where several paragraphs describe what a character thinks, feels, and does. In this character sketch, however, you will be asked to create a visual representation of these traits.

You will be working with three symbols:

1. The head as a symbol of the rational mind, the thoughts, and understandings the narrator has about the world around him

2. The heart as a symbol of the emotional mind, the feelings, and changing emotional world of the character

3. The hands as a symbol of actions and what a character does

You must find a way to include all of the following elements:



· a one-word character trait description for the head, the heart, and the hand (3 total)



· the head, heart, and hand shapes—you might simply use the shapes below, or create your own symbols



· two quotations from the story to represent each of the head, heart, and hands of the character



· images, drawings, colours, or photos to further represent the head, heart, and hands of the character
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Part C: Reporting the Earthquake

Instructions



Imagine that you were a journalist from the Victoria Times at the time of the earthquake, and you have just been assigned the task of writing a front-page story of approximately 250 words about the earthquake and the locals' experience of the event. You must use a blend of facts (from the report above) and opinions (from the characters in Hodgins' story).



· Include a catchy headline.



· Describe the atmosphere and setting.



· Cover the 5 Ws when you present your facts - Who, What, Why, Where, and When.



· Include the most important information at the beginning of the article.



· Use quotes from the story as if you interviewed the characters in the story.



· Remember The Times was not a tabloid. When you present opinions, you cannot misrepresent them as facts.



· Be descriptive! Make sure your readers in Victoria, B.C., can "see" what you see in the Comox Valley.





(  )

Part D: Journal Entries

Instructions



Gather and submit the three Journal entries for this section.

Journal Entry 4.3A: A Tell-Tale Secret

Throughout "The Tell-Tale Heart" the narrator insists on being sane, yet at the same time, gives the impression that he is suffering serious hallucinations or paranoia, possibly caused by guilt from having murdered an elderly man.

Think about a time that you have kept a secret - consider how your real-life story might make for a good short story. Now, in your Journal, create a plot sketch (may be fictional or entirely based in truth), and make a list of plot developments as if you were preparing the plan to write your own short story. This writing exercise need not be overwhelming. It is really as simple as making a list of possible things that could happen (or really did happen) in your story of a secret. Consider the example below:

The Time I Broke a Robin's Egg

When I was 8-years old, one of my friends showed me a robin's egg.

She had found it in the springtime because it had been abandoned by the mother bird.

She told me to not touch it because it was delicate.

It was so beautiful I could not resist.

When she went to talk to her Mom I picked it up.

I can still see the shimmering blue of the shell… before I dropped it on the cement step!

It stunk!

The contents were a horror. The little robin that never knew fresh air was rotting!

I ran away home.

When my friend called, I told her it wasn't me.

But the smell didn't lie - the rotten egg odor stayed on my hands for days.

My mom made me call my friend and confess.

Now sketch out your own secret story!

(  )

Journal Entry 4.3B: Family Trip

Respond to the following questions.

What is your favourite memory of a family trip? Describe in detail the setting, the action, and the characters that you encountered.

(  )

Did you have to cross a border? If so, what do you remember about the process?

(  )

Was it a relief to get back home?

(  )

Journal Entry 4.3C: News about Disasters

Think of a time that you have seen or read a news report on a natural or man made disaster: for example, an earthquake, tsunami, or fire. When you saw or read the events of the story, what did you feel? How effectively were the atmosphere and the setting described? Were you able to picture the events for yourself? Did you feel as if you were there?
(  )
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